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MAGNIFICENT PRESENTATION-COPY WITH
AN EXCEPTIONAL PROVENANCE

LACAN, JACQUES.

De la Psychose Paranoiaque...

1932. Very rare first edition, presentation-copy with an
exceptional provenance, of Lacan's groundbreaking
doctoral thesis, which constitutes the foundation of all
his later work and inaugurated a new era in psychology
and psychiatry. The copy is inscribed and signed by
Jacques Lacan to professor Hesnard - highly important
fellow psychiatrist famous for introducing Freud in
France - in November 1932. Furthermore, the copy has
been in the possession of the important psychoanalyst
and historian Alain de Mijolla (1933-2019) and bears
his extensive notes and underlinings. Lacan, who 1is
often referred to as "the most controversial psycho-
analyst since Freud", "the father of French
psychoanalytical thinking", and a towering intellectual
giant of the twentieth century, plays as dominant a role
in modern psychology and the development of
psychological thought as Freud. It is his doctoral
dissertation (the present work) that constitutes the
inaugural moment in his work. "Lacan's theoretical
engagement with psychosis constitutes a central
platform for his ventures into psychoanalysis; from his
doctoral thesis on paranoia in the 1930s through to his
seminar on Joyce in the 1970s, the question concerning
the psychoanalytic treatment of psychosis was at the

forefront of his clinical work."
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