
 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Freud le(er to Emil Oberholzer, 9 December 1921, University Archives auctioneers, 
Wilton, CT, USA, Rare Autographs, Books & Space Memorabilia sale, 4 June 2025, lot 
496, $4,250. 

 

Catalogue description 

Sigmund Freud, Vienna, Austria, December 9, 1921, Sigmund Freud ALS Re: His 
Hourly Fees, "I cannot reduce my honorarium for I must use the short time in which 
I am still able to work to lift myself out of the war-time poverty", ALS 
 
Sigmund Freud (1856-1939). Autograph Le(er Signed, "Freud," in German, 2pp, on 
one sheet of his personal le(erhead measuring 8.875" x 11.375", Vienna, December 9, 



1921. With complete translation to English. Fla(ened folds and light toning, in near 
fine condition. Accompanied by a le(er from the Sigmund Freud Archives thanking 
the previous owner for providing a translation. A compelling le(er regarding Freud's 
fees and personal finances. 

A very interesting le(er penned by Freud regarding a possible patient named Dr. 
Blum (likely Swiss psychoanalyst and psychiatrist Dr. Ernst Blum), who can't afford 
his hourly fee. Writing to his colleague Emil Oberholzer, Freud suggests referring 
Blum to fellow psychoanalyst O(o Rank for "half my fee," but that he himself "cannot 
reduce my honorarium for I must use the short time in which I am still able to work 
to lift myself out of the war-time poverty..." Despite Freud's initial refusal, he did 
analyze Dr. Blum the following year; Blum would go on to teach at the University of 
Bern and operate his own practice. 

This item comes with a Certificate from John Reznikoff, a premier authenticator for 
both major 3rd party authentication services, PSA and JSA (James Spence 
Authentications), as well as numerous auction houses. 

Dimensions: 8.875" x 11.375" 

 

 


